
 

 
 

What is Baccalaureate? 
 

Bainbridge Island/North Kitsap Interfaith Council (www.binkinterfaith.org) is an 
association of many different faith groups in this area, sharing, respecting and 
celebrating our different religious traditions, seeking faith-based common ground 
by working together for the good in our community and beyond. 
 
For many years, the Interfaith Council has sponsored these annual 
Baccalaureate services, honoring--in a spiritually inclusive way--our seniors as 
they graduate from high school.  The comments from participants today reflect 
their own religious and spiritual traditions.  Songs and other material come from a 
variety of sources.  We intentionally choose language that is inclusive of our 
diverse spiritual backgrounds even as we recognize that not everyone uses the 
same words to describe what is deeply felt. 
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Bainbridge Baccalaureate Drive In Service 
June 7th, 2020 

 
Special Thanks to Bainbridge First Baptist                         Shannon Amelang 

 
 
Musical Offering                   In a Sentimental Mood                  by Duke Ellington 

Nic Lofgren, saxophone 
 

Welcome from Interfaith Council                                                   Carole Glenn 
President, Bainbridge Island/North Kitsap Interfaith Council 

 
Call to Worship                                            Senji Kanaeda and Gilberto Perez 

Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhist Temple 
 
Musical Offering                     Unwritten                            by Natasha Bedingfield  

Chloe Lavigne, voice 
 

Words of Encouragement                                            Ms. Christine Cannestra 
Registrar, Bainbridge High School 

 
Reflection                                                                                      Andrés Rovalo 
 
Reflection                                                                                       Jane Ekstrand 
 
Reflection                                                                                          Kayla Cortez 
 
Reflection                                                                                 Spencer Bispham 
 
Musical Offering                         Fire and Rain                            by James Taylor 

McKenzie Burkard, voice and guitar, Peter Miles,voice  
 
Keynote Speaker                                                       Pastor Paul Stumme-Diers  

Bethany Lutheran Church 
 
Musical Offering                        Salut d’Amore                            by Edward Elgar  

Abby Sullivan, cello 
 

Ritual Offering                                                                               Emma Russell 

 
 
 
 
Litany of Affirmation                    led by Corinne Grayson and Daisy Amelang 

Written by Pastor Erin Grayson 
 

You are invited to participate in our Litany of Affirmation, which will be read in the style of 
a Call and Response. Corinne Grayson will read the student calls and Daisy Amelang will 
read the various responses. All students are invited to read aloud the student part in 
unison. The groups responding to the call are invited to read aloud their part in unison.  
 
Students: To our community. Looking to the horizon, we see the sun rising and a new day 
dawning, full of possibility. We are eager to begin! 
 
Community: We offer you light for the way ahead. May it guide your steps, give you 
direction, and cover you in its warmth. May it enliven you with hope. 
 
Students: To our faith leaders. Looking to the horizon, we see storm clouds too. We 
remember that storms are a part of life. We are nervous and optimistic.  
 
Clergy: We bless you with peace to carry with you. May it guard your hearts 
through chaotic times, reorient you when you feel lost, and shine from you as a 
beacon for others. 
 
Students: To our teachers. Looking to the horizon, we see obstacles and diverging paths. 
We wonder if we have the knowledge and skill we need to make good choices. 
 
Teachers: We trust you to find strength within yourselves. May it give you 
confidence that you are equipped for the road ahead. And may your minds remain 
open, always ready to learn and grow. 
 
Students: To our parents and caregivers. Looking to the horizon, we glance back and see 
from where we’ve come. We remember those whose unconditional love and care for us 
brought us to this day.  
 
Parents, Caregivers, Families: We love you. May our love sustain and nourish you. 
May it be like a shelter for you in stormy weather. And when the sun stretches itself 
once again over a cloudless horizon, may our love be like a home where we all 
gather to rejoice with you!  
 
 
Congregational Hymn                Amazing Grace                         by John Newton 

Accompanied by Courtney Cook 
 

Closing Words                                                                     Pastor Erin Grayson 
Incoming President, Interfaith Council 

 
Benediction                                                                          Rabbi Dario Feiguin 

Congregation Kol Shalom 
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